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There is no doubt that 2020 has been a 
year for making changes, some more 
permanent than others. The outbreak of the 
global pandemic COVID-19 has everyone 
reflecting on how they used to live and 
what can be done differently. The pandemic 
has challenged individuals, companies, 
and organisations on how they can ensure 
people stay safe and go about their new 
life, from a social distance. 

For years, the Government has encouraged people to cycle to 
assist with easing congestion, reducing our carbon footprint, 
reduce the strain on public transport, and improve individual’s 
overall health & wellbeing. This is no more prominent than in 
Central London where congestion and the pollution associated 
with it, is high on the priority list.

London already has an established cycle infrastructure, including 
projects such as Cycle Superhighways. Cycle Superhighways are 
routes on main roads for the faster commuters and are numbered 
broadly on clock face alignment. 
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Cycle Superhighway 7 (CS7) Temporary Upgrades

Following the outbreak of COVID-19, the subsequent lockdown, and 
the countries emergence from lockdown, it was essential that the 
Government and Transport for London (TfL) reviewed transportation 
around the capital to ensure everyone could stay safe. It was clear that 
they needed to help people walk and cycle more often, to reduce the 
demand for public and private transport to essential trips only.

Time was of the essence and whilst upgrades would need to be 
made, some upgrades may only need to be temporary, until such 
time as social distancing is a thing of the past. The upgrades include 
sections of bus lane being removed to provide additional cycling 
facilities and the introduction of bus stop islands which keep the cycle 
superhighway clear at all times and provide more space on the existing 
footways for pedestrians.

TfL were faced with the question, “so how do you create temporary 
bus stop islands, quickly and cost effectively?” The answer,  
asphalt kerb.

Asphalt kerb is simply extruded directly onto the surface of a road, akin 
to squeezing toothpaste on to a toothbrush. The kerb mechanically 
and thermally bonds to the surface upon which it is extruded. Available 
kerb profiles are almost unlimited as bespoke extrusion mould can 
be fabricated to order; typically kerb profiles range from 100mm to 
400mm wide and 50mm to 150mm high.

Cycle Superhighway 7 (CS7), in the London Borough of Merton, is a “blue paint” 
superhighway on the A3 from Elephant & Castle, down the A24 to Colliers Wood. “Blue 
paint” superhighways can be found on very busy roads where the cycle route is painted 
blue and given over to cyclists. 

Asphalt Kerbed Bus Stop Operational Cycleway, North West
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Cycle Superhighway 7 (CS7) Temporary Upgrades
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Asphalt kerb installation costs are extremely competitive with a 
basic kerb costing significantly less than the cost of a standard 
precast kerb, the installation time is also unsurpassed. Another 
benefit is both the installation and removal are far less intrusive 
to the existing carriageway resulting in significantly lower removal 
costs when the temporary bus stop island is no longer required.

Asphalt kerb has been used previously as a method of cycle 
way delineation, providing a physical barrier between cyclist and 

motorist. In the case of extensive lengths outputs of around 1,000 
linear metres can be achieved within a single shift, assuming a 
300mm wide by 100mm high kerb profile.

Asphalt kerbs are typically black but they can be painted or the use 
of a pigmented asphalt can be adopted, should the Client wish.

Each bus stop has a different size, shape, and even some with 
various changes in direction to suit existing footpath kerb lines as 
well as the geometry of the A3 and A24 roads. To reflect the high 
profile of the works, off site trails were undertaken to determine best 
methodology and to refine which kerb lines could be machine laid 
and which would need to be constructed by hand. Overall in excess 
of 98% of the works were machine laid.

Think asphalt kerb, think Extrudakerb! 

For over 40 years, Extrudakerb have been the 
market leader in asphalt kerb installation, with 
almost all of the UK highways and truck roads 
network extensively featuring the product. When 
we were approached by TfL, we welcomed the 
opportunity to be involved in a project which 
would present different challenges to that of our 
typical day to day asphalt kerb installation. 
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Extrudakerb (Maltby Engineering) Ltd, Denaby Lane Industrial Estate, Old Denaby,  
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN12 4JJ, United Kingdom

For more information on the Extrudakerb Cycle Superhighway (CS7), 

call Extrudakerb on T: +44 (0) 1709 862 076 or E: sales@extrudakerb.co.uk
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Cycle Superhighway 7 (CS7) Temporary Upgrades

Works commenced on site early August 2020, 

managed by FM Conway. Extrudakerb worked 

closely with FM Conway to ensure there was as 

little disruption to the project’s neighbours as 

possible whilst pushing to complete the works 

quickly, as it was imperative the new islands were 

operational as soon as practicable.

Outputs were sometimes driven by the availability of traffic 
management, but when given the opportunity, 2 or even 3 temporary 
bus stop islands were constructed in a single shift over a 5 to 6 hour 
working window. This meant follow-on works such as tactile paving, 
asphalt infill of the island and road markings could be completed 
closely behind our kerbing operation.

The works were split into 2 phases, Phase 1 was concentrated 
to Balham High Road and Phase 2 between Tooting and 
Colliers Wood. Both phases were completed to programme 
requirements and are now in operation.

The success of the upgrades to CS7 has other London 
Boroughs taking note and it is anticipated that these type 
of cycleway upgrades, including the introduction of bus 
stop islands and cycleway delineation barriers could be 
implemented in and around London very soon.
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